
•Contact Info:
–jm416@optonline.net



• Operating at 1 to 5 watts can be fun and addictive.

• Operate from the back yard or a park bench.

• The lower the current drain, the longer the batteries will last.

• Put up the best antenna possible.



• I did a search on “QRP” in the ARRL Article Archives.

• The oldest article that came up was from 1927!
• Designed for portable use

• Simple circuit - One tube RX, One tube TX

• Batteries weighed 15 pounds

• Set weighed 8 pounds

• Batteries lasted a month at 2 hrs/day

• No mention of output power, but range was 10 to 15 miles.



• End Fed Half Wave Wire
• 66’ on 40 meters with a 49:1 matching transformer. No tuner needed on 

40, 20 and 10 meters (and maybe 15).

• Can feed a dipole in center, off-center, or at the end.

• Dipoles can be >95% efficient

• End Fed “Random” Length Wire
• Uses a 9:1 transformer, tuner and counterpoise. Can work on multiple 

bands with a tuner.

• Center Fed 40m Dipole With Twin Lead (or Ladder Line)
• Multiband – Need a tuner and a balun. Works on all bands from 40 to 6 

with a tuner.

• Magnetic Loop

• Short, Loaded Whip
• Very portable but not very efficient
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Feet:  29 35.5 41 58 71 84 107 119 148
http://www.hamuniverse.com/randomwireantennalengths.html
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• Has a streak of more than 10k days of QRP QSOs, at 
least one/day using CW, QRP, and simple wire antennas. 

• That’s >29 years! 

• I was # 9,994 on 14 Dec, 2021

• I was #10,365 on 19 Dec, 2022!!





• This is a great time for QRP.
•Fun and efficient rigs are out there

•Batteries are small and light

•The solar peak is coming!

• Don’t skimp on the antenna.  Let the 
entire wave get radiated.

• Choose a CW or an SSB rig.

• Have fun.  That’s what this hobby is all 
about.




