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Coke vs Pepsi

• Some people like Coke, some like Pepsi

• It’s a manner of opinion

• Like the views in this presentation!
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Introduction
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Introduction

• Parks on the Air® (POTA) is a Radiosport program that encourages 
communications to, and portable operations from, designated parks

• All Bands and Modes

• POTA started in 2017 when the ARRL’s National Parks on the Air special event 
ended 

• A group of volunteers wanted to continue the fun beyond the one-year event, 
and thus, POTA was born

• Field Day all year long
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Introduction

• Originally US National Parks, it has expanded to include National Forests, National 
Trails, State Parks, etc.

• POTA has also expanded to almost every country worldwide
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POTA – Very Popular!
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POTA – Very Popular!
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POTA – Very Popular!
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POTA – Very Popular!
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POTA – Very Popular!
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Definitions

• Activators

• Individuals that pack up their portable gear and 
head out to a park, and set up a station

• Hunters

• Individuals located anywhere, who contact the 
Activators in a park

• If you hear someone calling “CQ POTA”, and you 
respond, you're a Hunter
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Why Activate POTA?

• Get out of your shack - Explore new places

• Introduce Amateur Radio with passersby

• Practice setting up a station and operating at various locations and conditions

• Experimenting with different antennas

• Typical lower noise floor

• Gain experience operating

• Hone you operating skills for contesting / pileups
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Creating a POTA Account
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First – You need a POTA Account
• One stop shop for all things POTA

• Account menu highlights:

• “Spots” – Shows Activators currently operating in parks 

• “Map” of all POTA parks, including park details 

• “My Awards” – Shows progress towards certificates and awards

• Based on the logs Activators you contacted submit 

• As a Hunter no logs submittals or QSO confirmation is required

• “Rules & Documentation” – POTA details, documentation, video

• Creating an account is simple

• https://parksontheair.com/
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Creating a POTA Account

• Follow the easy “Sign Up for POTA” instructions
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Creating a POTA Account, Continued

• POTA Account Passwords

• Authenticated against accounts you already have

• Amazon, Google, or Facebook

• Or create a unique username and password just 
for POTA
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Getting Started

• Getting started with POTA can happen via one of two paths

• Activator

• Hunter

• The easiest way to participate in POTA is as a Hunter, so let’s start there
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Hunters
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Hunter

• The first place to start as a Hunter is to go to https://pota.app

• The landing page will be the Spots page, which shows Activators on the air, what 
parks they are in, and what frequencies and modes they are operating

20

• Call them, if you make a contact, you’ve officially started in POTA!
 

https://pota.app/


Hunter

• The first place to start as a Hunter is to go to https://pota.app

• The landing page will be the Spots page, which shows Activators on the air, what 
parks they are in, and what frequencies and modes they are operating
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• Call them, if you make a contact, you’ve officially started in POTA!
 

Activator Callsign  -  Park #

Park #   -   Park Name

Park Location
Operating Frequency

Last Spotted by – himself!

Spotter entered notes

Last heard – Last spotted

https://pota.app/


Hunter – Active Spots Page

• The “Active Spots” page can be filtered; Band, Mode, etc.
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Filter 
“20M”

Filter
“SSB”



Hunter – Active Spots Page

• Another Spot view

• In addition to Filtering, there
are various Sort options
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Sort



Filter by SSB, Sorted by Time
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Sorted by 
Time

Most recent  
spot shown 

first

Park #

Park Name

Good for 
Beam 

Heading Spotted By

Spotter 
Unique 

Comments



FT8 – WSJT & JTAlert Software
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CQ POTA



FT8 – WSJT & JTAlert Software
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CQ POTA
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FT8 – WSJT & JTAlert Software



Hunter - Spotting

• After you work a park Activator, it is considerate to “Re-Spot” them so other Hunters 
know they are still currently active
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Activators
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Activators – Simple Rules

• After you’ve done some hunting, you might want to try activating

• Activator rules are simple:

• You must have an account registered at https://pota.app

• Pick a park near you

• You and all your equipment must be within the boundaries of the park

• POTA trails – within 100 ft of trail edge

• Follow any instructions from park rangers you encounter

• Be courteous of others using the park – you’re an ambassador of our hobby

• Others have a right to be in the park too

• Leave no trace behind

• You must upload your ADIF log to the POTA site after your activation is complete

• Minimum of 10 contacts within a UTC day required to be a valid activation
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Activators – What do you need to activate a POTA site? 

• Any portable VHF/UHF radio 

• Any portable antenna
• Wire on a self-supporting mast, Wolf River Coils, Alpha Antennas, SotaBeams, 

Buddipole, etc.
Note: National Parks do not allow wires in trees or stakes in the ground

• Portable power or access to AC power 

• Any logging program that will export ADIF format

• Phone – to post your spot 

• Checklist
• Don’t leave home without all your gear!

• Pack Essentials: Water, snacks, sunscreen, bug spray, hat
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Activators – Park Selection
• Go to POTA site https://pota.app

• Pick a park!

• The yellow dots are park locations in your area
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https://pota.app/


Activators – Pick A Park
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• You can search / move around the map for 
other locations 

• Click on yellow dots for park information

• Once you chose a park, consider surveying the 
park in advance

• Quiet spot

• Close parking

• Park bench

• Restrooms, etc.

Click 
More Info
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Activators – Getting Started

• Once you’ve chosen a location in the park

• Set up your gear

• Be cognizant of your surroundings

• aka children running into your radials or coax 

• Set your logging program

• Find a quiet frequency

• Start calling CQ POTA!
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Activators – Spotting

• Before starting your initial CQ calls, consider 
going to https://pota.app to Spot yourself

• Once spotted the Hunters will pounce, so 
be prepared to start logging your QSOs!
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POTA.app website added 
to my iPhone home 

screen

https://pota.app/


Activator – Self Spotting in Advance
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• You can “spot yourself in advance” 
before traveling to the park

• Upside: Good if there is no cell service 
within the park to self spot

• Downside – what if you’re late, or the 
frequency is occupied?



Activator – Spotting - Reverse Beacon Network (RBN)
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• Networked skimmers constantly monitor CW and FT8 activities

• Skimmers detect your callsign when you call CQ

• POTA has its RBN gateway set to pick up that information and update the POTA spot 
page automatically for registered and currently spotted activations



Activator – SSB Exchanges

• Typical formulated SSB exchange

• Activator: CQ Parks on the Air, CQ Parks on the Air, 

  this is AH2O (phonetically)

• Hunter:  W1AW (phonetically)

• Activator: W1AW you are (RS) Park #####

• Hunter:  You are (RS) CT

• Activator: Thank you,

  this is AH2O POTA
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Activator – CW Exchanges

• Typical formulated CW exchange
• Activator: CQ CQ POTA DE AH2O AH2O
• Hunter: W1AW
• Activator: W1AW UR (RST) (STATE) BK
• Hunter: BK TU (RST) CT BK
• Activator: BK TU CT 73 (72) DIT DIT
• Hunter: DIT DIT

• Typical formulated CW exchange (with Courtesies)
• Activator: CQ CQ POTA DE AH2O AH2O
• Hunter:  W1AW
• Activator:  W1AW (GM, GA, GE) UR (RST) BK
• Hunter:  BK TU UR (RST) CT CT BK
• Activator:  BK TU 73 (72) DE AH2O DIT DIT
• Hunter:  DIT DIT
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72 from a QRP station

• Park-to-Park
•  
• Hunter: P2P W1AW
• Activator: P2P UR (RST) Park #### BK
• Hunter: BK DE W1AW (RST) Park #### BK
•   
•  



Activator Logging

• POTA requires Activators to submit log 

• This is the only way Activators and Hunters get credit!

• Upload all logs, even if you make less than 10 QSOs

• Hunters will still get credit

• No time limits for submission

• However, be courteous to Hunters

• One log can span multiple days if you are at the same park

• Can be manually upload to POTA website if using paper logs 
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Activators – Submitting Your Log

• Log files in ADIF format

• Use any logging program of your choosing

• Required ADIF fields
• STATION_CALLSIGN (Activator Callsign)
• CALL  (Hunter Callsign)
• QSO_DATE
• TIME_ON
• BAND
• MODE

• File naming convention standards

• CALLSIGN@PARK#-yyyymmdd.adi

• An example using one of my activations:

• AH2O@US-8056-20241214.adi
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Activators – Submitting Your Log, Continued

• Go to https://pota.app, then “My Log Uploads”

• Drag and drop ADIF log

• You get immediate “processed” confirmation

• That’s it!
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https://pota.app/


A Few of My POTA Activations
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Lodi Point State Park, NY

(Finger Lakes)

US-2098

Target Rock National Wildlife Refuge, NY

US-0480

Caumsett State Historical Park, NY

US-8628

https://pota.app/#/park/US-2098
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2098
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2098
https://pota.app/#/park/US-0480
https://pota.app/#/park/US-0480
https://pota.app/#/park/US-0480
https://pota.app/#/park/US-8628
https://pota.app/#/park/US-8628
https://pota.app/#/park/US-8628


A Few of My POTA Activations
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Taughannock Falls, NY

(Finger Lakes)

US-2150

Valley Forge National Historic Park, PA

US-0761

Trail View State Park, NY

US-2152

https://pota.app/#/park/US-2150
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2150
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2150
https://pota.app/#/park/US-0761
https://pota.app/#/park/US-0761
https://pota.app/#/park/US-0761
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2152
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2152
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2152


My Gear
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Remember



RG8X Coax 
50 ft

My POTA Gear – How I Started

Yaesu FT-891 (QRO)
2 x 6 x 8.6”
Wt: 4 lbs

Bioenno Power
12V, 12Ah Battery

8.5 x 2.2 x 3.1”
Wt: 3.3 lbs

Backpack
17.1 x 12.6 x 2.2”

Wt: 3 lbs

Paper Log
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Wolf River Coil
Take It Along 1000

80 to 10m
Collapsible 102" Whip

Three 33' radials
Footprint: 19" x 17”

Wt: 3 lb 5 oz

https://www.bioennopower.com/products/12volt-12ah-lifepo4-battery?_pos=1&_psq=12v&_ss=e&_v=1.0
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B088KCG2NG?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_product_details&th=1
https://www.wolfrivercoils.com/products.html


RG8X Coax 
50 ft

My POTA Gear - Today

Yaesu FT-891 (QRO)
2 x 6 x 8.6”
Wt: 4 lbs

Bioenno Power
12V, 12Ah Battery

8.5 x 2.2 x 3.1”
Wt: 3.3 lbsPowerwerx Watt Meter 

DC Inline Power Analyzer,
WattMeter

3.3 x 1.7 x 1.0“
Wt: 0.18 lbs

Backpack
17.1 x 12.6 x 2.2”

Wt: 3 lbs
Antenna
Analyzer

Paper Log
”Just in Case”
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iPad w/ Keyboard
(HAMRS Logging SW)

Wolf River Coil
Take It Along 1000

80 to 10m
Collapsible 102" Whip

Three 33' radials
Footprint: 19" x 17”

Wt: 3 lb 5 ozAntenna 
Tuner

Anderson 1 to 4
Cable Splitter

EFHW

https://www.bioennopower.com/products/12volt-12ah-lifepo4-battery?_pos=1&_psq=12v&_ss=e&_v=1.0
https://powerwerx.com/watt-meter-analyzer-inline-dc-powerpole?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkcnDkOih_AIViv_ICh33_ApJEAQYASABEgIpDfD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B088KCG2NG?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_product_details&th=1
https://hamrs.app/
https://www.wolfrivercoils.com/products.html
https://www.amazon.com/GOOZEEZOO-ATU-100-1-8-50MHz-Automatic-Shortwave/dp/B0BX8Z2628?th=1
https://www.amazon.com/GOOZEEZOO-ATU-100-1-8-50MHz-Automatic-Shortwave/dp/B0BX8Z2628?th=1


iPad 
w/ Keyboard

(HAMRS Logging SW)

My POTA Gear – CW, FT8, FT4

Yaesu FT-891 (QRO)
2 x 6 x 8.6”
Wt: 4 lbs
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CAT Cable

USB External 
Stereo Sound 

Adapter
Audio Interface 

Cable

Laptop
Logging SW: N3FJP / N1MM

WSJT-X
JTAlert

Mini Paddle

https://hamrs.app/
https://www.ebay.com/itm/175684031776?chn=ps&_trkparms=ispr%3D1&amdata=enc%3A1KmdeMWYBQc6pY-hWH-dW_g64&norover=1&mkevt=1&mkrid=711-117182-37290-0&mkcid=2&mkscid=101&itemid=175684031776&targetid=1584739239494&device=c&mktype=pla&googleloc=9004545&poi=&campaignid=19894961968&mkgroupid=148855406073&rlsatarget=pla-1584739239494&abcId=9307911&merchantid=5308807271&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI38CyqufGgwMV3k1HAR0wUgv6EAQYAiABEgIT2PD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00IRVQ0F8/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_image?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00IRVQ0F8/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_image?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00IRVQ0F8/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_image?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.ebay.com/itm/175782229169?hash=item28ed6ff4b1:g:K2cAAOSw6XViTrNz&amdata=enc%3AAQAIAAAA4Mmk7DBI75p5pxoNmAPSQ8bYetKd1s5Oz3TMvxOV0xWol2RVgWWVQWM%2BPZKt18h8wAEV6Wr6h8%2BZLx8qd%2FERgQb2WJF4BFag%2BI%2FkD%2FsOVZVI4rXu0oTBdbN6CjDcXjQ7DNETQHnZJBgQCN3Kw3I%2BejjNJSEvas7JANypR%2FBK6JF58faesXCQPVqmFBmKxElEu0MAYtrbFWJws481s6ep53BbosIL96bIYui57rGyWG8M%2FQWfC%2FdkjzPKg106nkPcPbVpRmTHNru73S%2FNb6ilMpU9kKPtwLpZVVka5v4HZPL%2F%7Ctkp%3ABFBM8svzq5tj
https://www.ebay.com/itm/175782229169?hash=item28ed6ff4b1:g:K2cAAOSw6XViTrNz&amdata=enc%3AAQAIAAAA4Mmk7DBI75p5pxoNmAPSQ8bYetKd1s5Oz3TMvxOV0xWol2RVgWWVQWM%2BPZKt18h8wAEV6Wr6h8%2BZLx8qd%2FERgQb2WJF4BFag%2BI%2FkD%2FsOVZVI4rXu0oTBdbN6CjDcXjQ7DNETQHnZJBgQCN3Kw3I%2BejjNJSEvas7JANypR%2FBK6JF58faesXCQPVqmFBmKxElEu0MAYtrbFWJws481s6ep53BbosIL96bIYui57rGyWG8M%2FQWfC%2FdkjzPKg106nkPcPbVpRmTHNru73S%2FNb6ilMpU9kKPtwLpZVVka5v4HZPL%2F%7Ctkp%3ABFBM8svzq5tj
https://www.n3fjp.com/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-supported/contests-setup/setup-udc-contests/
https://wsjt.sourceforge.io/wsjtx.html
https://wsjt.sourceforge.io/wsjtx.html
https://wsjt.sourceforge.io/wsjtx.html
https://hamapps.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Mini-Key-Automatic-Morse-Neodymium/dp/B0CRJW9HCB?th=1


Many Antenna Options

• Numerous options to choose from:

• Freestanding tripod

• Wire Antenna

• Mobile – Mounted to your car

• Telescoping masts

• Drive over mast holders

• etc….
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My Park Antennas
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Wolf River Coil
Take It Along 1000

80 to 10m
Collapsible 102" Whip

Three 33' radials
Footprint: 19" x 17”

Wt: 3 lb 5 oz

Freestanding Tripod
Spark Plug EFHW- 100W

Coax - 25’ of RG-17 4/u
Antenna Wire - 68’ of 24 AWG PVC jacketed 
tinned copper wire.
Wire Winder:

Wt: 8 oz

End-Fed Half-Wave

Rope

Bungee Cords

S-Clips

https://www.wolfrivercoils.com/products.html
https://www.sparkpluggear.com/shop/p/the-bundle-starter-pack-sdw77
https://www.sparkpluggear.com/shop/p/the-bundle-starter-pack-sdw77
https://www.sparkpluggear.com/shop/p/the-bundle-starter-pack-sdw77
https://www.sparkpluggear.com/shop/p/the-bundle-starter-pack-sdw77


My Mobile Antennas
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Shark “Ham Stick” Antennas
10, 15, 20, 40, 75m Mono Band Mobile 
Vertical Antennas
Rated for 250W

Mobile

Magnet Mount

Quick Disconnects

https://www.gigaparts.com/shark-mono-band-verticals-5-pack-mini-10-15-20-40-75m.html?utm_term=sku-zsd-s-f5s&gigadv=P_Max_Other_Products&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21006232472&gbraid=0AAAAAD_py5Ec1ZsbyzhHTIV-W5rBqCpMv&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIj_bzg43IkQMVVjYIBR1t9zQ_EAQYASABEgKpCvD_BwE


Safety
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My Activator Logging SW

62
Remember



My POTA Logging Software

• HAMRS

• A simple logger designed 
specifically for portable activities, 
like Parks on the Air (POTA), 
Summits on the Air (SOTA) Field 
Days, etc.

• Auto populates park Grid location

• Available in App Store

• Can log other Activations
“Park-to-Park”
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HAMRS
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Select 
“New Logbook”



65

Enter Log Title
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Select 
“Parks on “the Air”
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Enter Operating 
details only once, 

repeats for 
subsequent 

entries
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Type Callsign,
Hit Enter

Log populates,
Done
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When finished, 
export ADIF for 

POTA upload



Upload ADIF to POTA
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Drag & 
Drop
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Ham2K Portable Logger - Smartphones
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Numbers 
& letters 
on same 
screen!

Log 
Populates

Type 
Callsign, 

Enter

• Ham2K

• A simple logger designed 
specifically for Smartphones

• Available in App Store



Ham2K Portable Logger
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When finished, 
export ADIF for 

POTA upload

When finished, 
export ADIF for 

POTA upload



N1MM – User Defined Contest (UDC)

74

• A N1MM POTA User Defined Contest (UDC) is a custom-made configuration file 
for POTA activations - Download from N1MM

• Custom N1MM entry fields for callsigns, exchanges (like park number/signal 
report), and logging fields needed

• Helps to generate POTA logs for submission.

• Detailed instruction in N1MM Manual

• https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-supported/contests-setup/setup-udc-contests/

https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-supported/contests-setup/setup-udc-contests/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-supported/contests-setup/setup-udc-contests/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-supported/contests-setup/setup-udc-contests/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-supported/contests-setup/setup-udc-contests/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-supported/contests-setup/setup-udc-contests/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-supported/contests-setup/setup-udc-contests/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-supported/contests-setup/setup-udc-contests/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-supported/contests-setup/setup-udc-contests/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-supported/contests-setup/setup-udc-contests/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-supported/contests-setup/setup-udc-contests/


N1MM – User Defined Contest (UDC) – Installation Summary
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Enter POTA 
in Search 

Select 
POTA.udc



N1MM – User Defined Contest (UDC) – Installation Summary
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Copy to 
this folder

Download



N1MM – User Defined Contest (UDC) – Installation Summary
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New Log in 
Database



N1MM – User Defined Contest (UDC) – Installation Summary
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Select POTA 
from listing



N1MM – User Defined Contest (UDC) – POTA Entry Window
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Configure Function Keys



Awards
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Awards

• Shows your progress towards certificates and awards based on the logs that 
Activators you contacted submit 

• As a Hunter no logs submittals required
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Activator - 1,000 QSOs From One Park Hunter – Worked All States
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Activator – 5 Parks in One DayHunter – Worked Over 2,000 Different Parks



Awards Metrics
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Awards Metrics
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Special Events

86



POTA Official Events

• Currently POTA has 5 official events throughout the year

• New Year’s Week

1. First full week of the new year    January 1-7, 2026

• Support Your Parks

2. Winter - 3rd Full Weekend of January  January 17-18, 2026

3. Spring - 3rd Full Weekend of April  April 18-19, 2026

4. Summer - 3rd Full Weekend of July  July 18-19, 2026

5. Autumn - 3rd Full Weekend of October  October 17-18, 2026

87



Special Event Awards

88



Social Media Platforms

89



Social Media Platforms

• Interact with the POTA community online:

• Facebook group

• X

• Mastodon

90

https://pota.app/facebook
https://pota.app/facebook
https://mobile.twitter.com/potaspots
https://mobile.twitter.com/potaspots
https://mastodon.radio/@parksontheair
https://mastodon.radio/@parksontheair


References

• Parks on the Air Documentation (pota.app)

• ARRL POTA Book

91

https://docs.pota.app/
https://docs.pota.app/
https://docs.pota.app/
https://docs.pota.app/
https://www.arrl.org/news/a-pota-book-for-park-activators-and-hunters
https://www.arrl.org/news/a-pota-book-for-park-activators-and-hunters
https://www.arrl.org/news/a-pota-book-for-park-activators-and-hunters


Now Go Out and Enjoy POTA!

92

• Park Bench or Vehicle
• As long as you’re “within the boundaries of the park”



Questions?

Dennis Boyé – AH2O
AH2O@ARRL.NET
AH2O@OPTONLINE.NET

93

mailto:AH2O@ARRL.NET
mailto:AH2O@OPTONLINE.NET
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