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Introduction

AParks on the Air® (POTA) Raiosporprogram that encourages
communications to, and portable operations from, designated parks

AAll Bands and Modes
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ended

AA group of volunteers wanted to continue the fun beyond the-gear event,
and thus, POTA was born

AField Day all year long




Introduction

AOriginally US National Parks, it has expanded to include National Forests, National
Trails, State Parks, etc.
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Amateur Radio On The Air

far from the annual planning and operation of a Field
Day station. Some of the getting-on-the-air programs
include Beaches On The A, isiands On The Air, Get
On The Air (ARRL Field Day). Lighthouses on the Air,
Parks on the Air® (POTA), Summits on the Air, and

@ven Walmart Parking Lots On The Air (WMPLOTA)
| accidentally stumbled into the WMPLOTA event

they were operating from.

We are very proud of the work that the team at POTA
has done with their program. You will remember that,
in 2016, ARRL created and conducted the popular
National Parks on the Arr program. Littie did anyone at
ARRL know how big the POTA program could poten-
tially become. POTA is supported by an outstanding
website (parksontheair.com), and we were proud 10
partner with them on ARRL's The Parks on the Ar®
Book. POTA has become an interational program
with activity all over the world

POTA has aiso created a resurgence of interest in
using Morse code! A typical POTA station consists of
a low-power transceiver running off a battery. Stations
use temporary antennas that are typically simple
vertical or end-fed wires that are ightweight and easy
fo deploy. Running a modest station can make voice
contacts difficull 10 achieve. whereas CW contacts
are more ikely to compilete. At an activation at nearby
Windsor Locks Canal State Park Trall (US-7544) in
Connecticut, we were having poor results on 10-meter

phone. We tuned down fo the beacons segment and
copied stations from Europe, 10 South Alrica, South
America, Central America, and Western Canada.
Moving farther down the band and getfing on CW
rewarded us with a pleup from Europe.

Going portable doesn't have to be complicated
Another YouTube phenom, “Saity” Walt Hudson,
K4OGO, has shown on his channel, Coastal Waves &
Wires, that vertical push-up masts with various lengths
of wires can lead 10 differing mult-band results. We
partnered with Wait on his ARRL book, Saity Wat's
Portable Antenna Sketchbook, 1o llustrate the many
configurations he's deployed by working DX from
beach locations. We also introduced an End-Fed Hall-
Wave Antenna Kit some 4 years ago, 1o inspire hams
10 bulid an antenna that they could use for Field Day or
for portable operation. Putting together some simple-
to-deploy antennas and having them ready 1o go is a
fun and easy project

Whether or not operating portable — activating loca-
tions ke parks, summits, islands, or beaches —
appeals 10 you, you should know that's where the
action is on the bands these days. Be radio active! You
can be an activator or a hunter! Be a connector! Inspire
others in your club to0 activate local entities 10 bulld up
excitemnent and experience. And look for me on the air
from SA-006 or BQ-0001
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David A. Minster, NA2AA

Chief Executive Officer
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The suthor's portable selup along the crater of Mount Vesuvius.

Andrea Borgnino, IWOHK

For me, ham radio is a portable activity. Whether

I'm activating a mountaintop for Summits on the Alr
(SOTA) or operating SSB or CW from a Parks on the
Ar” (POTA®) park, the most important thing is that
there i no roof over my station. | find myself transmit-
ting almost exclusively when I'm away from home.

| had dreamed about my next activation idea for a
fong time. in short. | wanted 10 climb — strictly on
foot — 10 the top of a voicano, and then transmit from
either a POTA or a SOTA reference. | live in Rome, so
1 knew the most convenient voicano for me 10 access
would be Mount Vesuvius, which is part of the larger
Vesuvius National Park (POTA reference IT-0675).
Alter settiing on this location, | spent the next several
months researching how fo make my dream become
a reality. In March 2024, | succeeded in making it
happen

s
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Planning Phase

My portable activity is strictly shortwave — no VHF/
UHF — because | love the crackle of HF and want to
hear it everywhere. This means that | have 1o come
up with a different antenna solution for each activa-
tion, depending on the summit or park. | typically
choose between a classic vertical antenna, which
requires me 10 install several radials on the ground,
or a simple end-fed hall-wave (EFHW) wire antenna,
which requires less space and can be extended on a
fishing pole. For my Mount Vesuvius activation, | chose
a wire antenna because | anticipated kmited space
and a lot of people around the edge of the voicano. A
vertical antenna with radials can be dangerous at sites
with many visitors, 50 | knew a wre streiched out on a
fishing pole would be a better option.

Thanks to Wikiloc (www.wikiloc.com), an excelent
website that aliows users to share trails and GPS
tracks, | was able 10 find the best way 1o cimb the
wvoicano and, most importantly, the best place fo set
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QST Reviews

Alinco DR-CS10HT 2-Meter
FM Transceiver

APC Schneider Electric
Pro BN1500M2 UPS

CyberPower CP1500PFCLCD UPS

Tripp-Lite SMART1500PSGLCD
UPS

POTA Hot-Air Ballooning over US-1015

Ron Ochu, KO2Z

In late October 2023, a couple of radio buddies from
the Macoupin County Amateur Radio Club, K9MCE
— Dan Hough, WX9EM, and Mark Lewis, KDGEFO
— notified me about an upcoming Parks on the Air®
(POTA®) event that was set 10 take place at Pere
Marquetie State Park, US-1015, near Grafton, Ili-
ADSWM, had invited a small group of POTA activators
1o participate in the upcoming event. This small, dedi-
cated group of radio amateurs was hoping 10 make a
park-to-park contact from a hot-air balloon.

As Dennis later wrote on his QRZ profile, “On
November 1, 2023, five others and | POTA activated
Pere Marquette State Park, US-1015, from a hot air
balloon! Operators were ADIWM, N9VFR, KOOMD,
KOKST, KDSLON, and KDSEFO. The pilots were Lynn
Brownel and Floyd Thomton, and the balloon and

Planning for POTA

First, Floyd and Dennis needed 1o check Federal
Aviation (FAA) g
radios and antennas on a balloon. llheeqmmenl
isn't permanently attached 10 the balloon, FAA certifi-
cation isn't required. Scott reviewed the plan and gave
his approval. We also leamed that Scott is a ham!
sponsorship.

Next, our POTA team needed 1o obtain permission
from the park. Pere N State Park S

dent Nate Goetten was all for the idea. He explained
the online penmit process, which required a signed

waiver and a $25.00 application fee. Three weeks later,

both were approved.

The group needed the following equipment for the
hot-air balloon POTA activation: an icom 7300 trans-
celver with a dual spitter, Heil

The POTA balioon at 75 feet. The tether ines and the end-fed
hall-wave antenna draped sraght cown of the basket [Ron
Ochu, KOBZ. photo]

Day of Activation

The POTA operators and balloon crew amived at the
park around 6:00 AM. it was a chilly, sunny day, with
very little wind. Early moming is a prime time 10 launch
a balloon. Wind speeds of more than 10 knots can
scuttie a hot-air balloon launch. The balloon’s basket
heid the pilot, Lynn Browned, and two POTA operators.

The balloon was tethered 10 three pickup trucks,

a 20 Ah Bioenno LiFePo4 batiery, a Pactenna 40-
through 10-meter end-fed hali-wave antenna with
a tennis ball attached 1o its free end, and 25 feet of
RG-8X coax

ly 120 degrees apart, in the fieid to keep
lmmLymbokaOTAwwb
75 feet, and each ham made at least 10 contacts to
qualify for park activation. After both hams made their
contacts, Lynn descended the balloon 5o the next
team of two could go up; there was a total of three
teams. The same ng and end-fed antenna were usaed
for each team. Team members used headsets 1o
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SOTA and POTA HoIidays

Recently, my family and | spent 2 weeks in Spain, in
the EA3 call district area. | 100k the opportunity 10 hunt
for new Summits on the Air (SOTA) and activate Parks
on the Arr (POTA). Before the jouney 1o Spain, we
stopped for a few days in my hometown of Turin, Raly,
and | started my activations there.

Activations in ltaly

| began at La Mandria Regional Park (POTA reference
T-0632), a huge green lung of more than 3,000 hect-
ares (about 11.5 square miles) located northwest of
Turin. It was extremely hot. 0 | tried 10 find a shaded
area 10 set up. | was lucky 1o find a table two

s journey operating portable across Europe

10 contacts. I've certainly leamed that activating takes
ftime, and you can't expect 10 start your operation at the
end of the day.

Afer 2 days, my two sons and | decided 1o climb the
mountain Rocciamelone (SOTA code VPM-311), the
highest peak in the Susa Valley at 3,538 meters (11,607
feat). The ascent took us more than 3 hours with a
1,480-meter (4 855-oot) elevation gain, and we were
by the spler al the summit. | this
SOTA peak on HF, leaning my wire antonna against the
fower at the summit. | made only 21 contacts, but the
beauty of operating with a glacier view was worth it

huge trees. | erected my wire antenna using the classic
stone-throwing method. The propagation wasn't opti-
mal, but | made 13 contacts in the end, and thus the
park was activated.

Excited by this first outing, | atlempted a double activa-
tion by moving fo the Stura di Lanzo river (POTA refer-
ence IT-0063) located in a Natura 2000 protected area
a fow kilometers from La Mandria. | quickly set up my
loaded vertical antenna on the riverbed, but propaga-
tion didn't assist me, and | couldn't make the required

SOTA on Rocoameone mountan n haly

56 October 2025

Activati in Spain
After these activations in Raly, the journey 1o Spain
began. | tried 1o find SOTA summits close 1o cities and
within parks 10 simultanecusly activate for both POTA
and SOTA. The first activation was the Cap de Creus
Natural Park (POTA reference ES-0331), located on a
yol near the town
dCadawu wmmmm | activated
from my car within the park boundaries. | strung my
wire antenna between my vehicle and a small tree,
aiming for maximum height. With this easy and fortu-
nate setup, | managed to make 14 contacts on 20
meters 1o confirm the POTA activation

The first SOTA summit was a 466-meter (1,528-1oo)
in south of called La C

(SOTA code EA/BC-081). | hiked through a beautiful,
large pine forest, and at the 1op was a tall fire tower
lookout, which was very useful because it provided the
memMslm’ﬂ
contacts. During these
auppeuhebwmmqsesceas(mmeesFﬁ~

The second summit was Turd de Can Pasqual (SOTA
code EA/BC-080) at 470 meters (1,542 feet), located
in the Coliserola Natural Park. | made 42 contacts with
my end-fed hall-wave (EFHW) wire antenna on 20
meters.

The third summit was Turd de 'Home (SOTA code
EA/BC-008). which was quite different from the akan
Apennine peaks | was used 10. With an elevation of
1,705 meters (3,526 feef), the ascent took about an
hour with a 500-meter (1,640-foof) elevation gain. De-
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Ham Media Playlist

Ham Radio Duo

Amateur radko has some- !
thing for everyone, and
most ofien it is enjoyed as
an individual hobby. Every
now and then, however,
ham radio is enjoyed as a
family activity. This is the
case with Mike, NAFFF,
and Becky, N4BKY,
Spiceland.

Discovering

Ham Radio

The Spicelands were
introduced 1o amateur
radio about 10 years ago,
when a tornado outbreak

W2RAL. n New York.

tions for an extended period of time. When things
began 1o return to nomal, Mike researched how 1o

be prepared should ancther similar event occur. This
led him 1o purchase a Baoleng radio, waich YouTube
videos, and find ways that amateur radio could be
enjoyed. He fondly recalls finding YouTubers ke Adam
Kimmery, KEBARK, doing QRP CW operations and
wanting fo expenence that sort of adventure. That was
all it 1ook for Mike 10 begin studying for his Technician
ficense.

Becky's expenience with amateur radio involved sitting
with Mike and watching a TV show that had a bit of
Morse code in it, which Mike decoded. Becky was
surprised that Mike knew Morse code and asked
about it. Mike suggested that Becky downioad an app
10 learn CW — and that was all it took! Becky quickly
leamed the letters. The pair found a YouTube channel
of a mamied couple enjoying CW together, and Backy
wanted 1o do the same, 50 she started studying for her
lcense

Enjoying CW and the Outdoors

The Spicelands were shocked by how much fun

CW was and how wel it paired with their love of

the outdoors. They decided 10 launch a YouTube
channel, Ham Radio Duo (www.youtube.com/@
HamRadioDuo), to share thesr enjoyment with others.
Mike and Becky tend 1o do things that they can do

88  November 2028

Mike NAFFF. and Bocky. NABKY. make a CW contact from the Smoky Mountans with Ron

together — hence the channel name. Creating great
content on YouTube is one of the many things they do

together

Mike and Becky enjoy Parks on the Air®, and in the
video titled “Morse Code in the Smoky Mountains™
(https:intiny the couple hike
the Smoky Mountains in search of a spot 1o activate
Great Smoky Mountains National Park (US-0034).
Starting out with a QRP rig. small battery, and antenna
only a few feet off the ground, they make their first
contact with K4NYX in Florida. It is enjoyable to walch
them as they work together 1o activaie the park. The
video makes you feel lke you are sitting with them

in the park as they casually tak about the contacts,

Mike, NAFFF. Shows viewers the OCX men iransceiver he uses
10 operate ORP OW.

An Optimized 6-Meter Array
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Anatomy of a POTA Rove

Mare P. Sullivan, WAMPS

At age 78, | stil have a desire for adventure. Parks on
the Air® (POTA®) fills that need by offering opportuni-
tes 1o visit beautiful locations, many of which | never
knew existed. Exploring historic sites and wildife
refuges, coupled with the fun of portable operating.
speaks volumes of the richness of our hobby.

| was anxious 10 hit the road. Several of my ham
buddies recommended the Lake Mattamuskeet area
in the eastern part of North Carolina. So, | began
studying POTA maps in that area and decided on a
2-day, nine-park rove.

The most important part of a POTA activation is plan-
ning: there are many ways 10 set up for an actva-
tion, depending on the logistics at the target location.
Thanks 1o the wide array of avalable online resources,
you can easily determine the rig, power source, and
antenna that offers the best combination of comfort
and signal efficiency for each park.

For my trip, | used the POTA website (hitps:/ipota.
app) 1o pick locations that | could reasonably activate
over 2 days. The nine parks in my planned route varied
greatly, from wide-open areas with few other people. 10
congested areas with limited depioyment options.

Marc, WAMPS, operates Fom Gull Rock Game Land (POTA US-€908) using hs
eevated 20-meter Quanter wave verical anterna

Day 1: The Road to Mattamuskeet

Bonner House Historic Site (POTA US-10263), located
In Bath, North Carolina, is just over 2 hours from home
along the route fo Mattamuskeet — the perfect place to
start my rove. Originally owned by a prosperous naval-
store merchant in the 1800s, Bonner House is a great

choice for combining history with ham radio

| left home around 8:00 AM and was on the air at
Bonner House by 10:30. | operated from the back seat
of my vehicie, as there was limited space 10 set up a
freestanding antenna. The best option was hamsticks
for 40 and 20 meters mounted on the roof of the car. |
used an Blecraft KX3 situaled on a ightweight piece
of plywood and powered by a small 4.6 Ah LiFePO4
battery. The b and shack accor
dated a quick setup and takedown. | made 27 contacts
here over 45 minutes. Several buddies tracked my
progress during this trip, and they were ready for me
when | called CQ. Chris, W7AMD, and Rich, N4EX,
were the first two in my log. The biggest surprise was a
call from Chris, FEEAZ, from Dyon, France

The next stop was Swanquarter National Wild-

We Refuge (POTA US-0419), in Swan Quarter, North
Carolina. This 16,000-acre reserve borders the
Pamiico Scund. My good friend Paul, AA4XX, had
previously activated this location, 5o | was able 1o draw
upon his experience 1o help with my
plan. With his tips and some help
from Google Earth, | found a dirt road
leading to Bell Isiand Pier. The road
went on for what seemed like forever.
When | finally arrived at the pier, my
clean car was covered in road dust

There wasn't ancther person to be
seen. | had plenty of room 10 erect an
antenna, so | deployed my homebrew
40-meter doublet, with the center
attached 10 a 30-foot extendable mast
mounted on a drive-on base. | set it up
as an inverted V with a 300 Q twinlead
feeder attached o a 4.1 balun. A run
of RG-8X coaxial cable compieted
the setup. | was on the air at 1215
PM as planned. Propagasion condi-
tons on this trip were up and down,
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Club Station

Hosting a Successful POTA Event

The Potistown Area Amateur Radio Club (PAARC),
K3ZMC, is in the Delaware Valley (also known as the
Philadelphia metropoiitan area) in Pennsyivania. This
region offers an abundance of parks, affording radio
enthusiasts many opportunities 10 activale a park for
Parks on the Ar® (POTA®)

PAARC has provided its members with several club
presentations on POTA, but we wanted 10 take the
training a bit further by hosting a ive POTA demonstra-
tion, called PAARC in the Park

Recruiting the Experts

POTA traces its roots 1o the National Parks on the Air
(NPOTA) program, which ARRL ran in 2016 0 help the
National Park Service celebrate 100 years. PAARC

is fortunate 10 have top performers from NPOTA -
PAARC President Walt Skavinsky, KB3SBC, and Pete
Kobak, KDBAK — as members. Joel Rubincam, NF3R
Greg Malone, WA3GM, and | are also POTA advo-
cates. We were all sager and wiling 10 be the event's
nstructors. An additional incentive was that we could
activate the park that day

Event Goals

PAARC In the Park stressed the importance of activa-
tors and hunters, and how many hunters transition
into activators. The goal was 10 show how 10 activale
a POTA station with minimal special equipment, using
what's already avaiable 1o most hams. POTA aliows
participants 10 pursue their interests in their own way,
emphasizing the importance of siilis and adapt-
abiity in dealing with various elements. This event not
only showcased the excitement of POTA, but it also
fostered leaming and a sense of community among
amateur radio enthusiasts in the region.

We promoted the event via the emall list server,
groups.io (hitps:ligroups.io), as well as PAARC's web
page (www.paarc.net) and the ARRL Eastern Penn-
syivania Section web page (hitps:fepa-arri.org) It
c0st $70 10 rent a pavilion at the park, and we provided
hot dogs and refreshments.

A Successful Turnout

We heid PAARC in the Park on April 28, 2024, at
Evansburg State Park, an area centrally located 1o
several local radio clubs. The program was organized

86 December 2025

Wall Skavinsky, KB3SBC. adjusts a Buddipole for 17-meter
al PAARL

operaton during the C in the Park event at

Evansburg State Park n Colegeviie

by Walt, KB3SBC. and PAARC Secretary Melody
Bowers, KB3SJR

It was a wonderful event! We had 36 hams from five
different local clubs as well as six guests visi, for a
iotal of 42 people. Weather for the outdoor event was
excellent, and, despiie less-than-favorable band condi-
tions, all operators were successful in providing a lot
of contacts for eager POTA hunters. One of the most
beneficial aspects of the event, other than chatting with
fellow hams, was being able 10 see various
configurations. It's aways educational 10 withess how
different field amenna systems are deployed and how
other operators stow and Camy their gear.

We are incredibly grateful 10 our operators who shared
their talents and were SO Qenerous with their time in
answering guests’ questions while activating the park
There was an impressive amay of antennas and radios
on display

Given the success of the event, | emailed Mike Dahi-
holer, KBMRD, of the YouTube channel Ham Radio
Tube, about our recent PAARC in the Park POTA
event. To my surprise, Mike featured our club and
event in his video “My Definition Of A Great Ham Radio
CRb!™ (www. ? uFrSs)

July 2025

he POTA organization has created
a robust website (parksonthealr,
com) to help you find POTA parks
near you, as well s a system ol awards
for homoring yeur POTA achievements,
whether you're an activator or a hunter.
Because, let's face it, activators and
hunters can't axist without each other.

POTA octivators are the hams who go out
into the field, sat up their rigs, erect
antennas where the public won't trip over
cabkos o guywires, and begin making
contacts. Depending on the season,

activators struggie with cold tempera-
tures, oppressive heat, rain, and bugs
They may drive a few miles or hundreds
of miles Lo get Lo Ltheir chosen park. Some
activators make the experience part of
thesr vacations, and drive from place to
place, camping out and enjoying time in
the outdoors. Activators can publish their
activations on the POTA website — a
practice known as spotting — 1o lot POTA
hunters know that theyre set up and
ready to make contacts. POTA has
assigned unique alphanumeric designators
to each park, such as "US-9768" for
Bearskin State Trad in Wisconsin. When

Activaling from a POTA-designated park
makes for 30 esciting time on the racko as
POTA tunters do theic best 1o contaet you
It'suivo 3 great wiy to spend Ymik in nature.

>

the activator makes a contact, thay'll
inclide the park designator 45 well a3
their call sign

POTA huriters sit in the comfort ¢
radio shacks and check the POTA website
for sctivations. If they see an sctivation in
a park they haven't already contacted, they
Jump into action. Even though hunters
arun’t usually dealing with weather und
insects, POTA hunting is not always aasy.
When an activator puts their cad sign and
park desigrator out there, thore may be
dorens of hunters trying to make that
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Get Started with POTA (Parks On The Air) = Beginners Guide!

i) ... pota-operations/ Get your ham radio license fast and easy with our ... POTA
logger! Available on web, i0S and Android. Create your free ...

YouTube - Ham Radic Prep - Mar 15, 2024
Www_youtube.com » watch i
POTA for Beginners: Everything You Need to Know Start Today

This is a comprehension Beginners Guide on how to start POTA. From
Account creation, a walkthrough of the site, defining definitions, ..

‘YouTube - Tank Radio - Jun 2, 2025

www_youtube.com » watch  §

Your first POTA ACTIVATION can be this EASY!

Your first Parks on the Air activation can feel intimidating, but starting out can
be as simple as setting up and hunting other POTA ...

YouTube - KE9VER Antennas - 1 month ago

wWww.youtube.com > watch  }

10 things you always wanted to know - POTA and Ham Radio

AR '3 . POTA Q50S:https://youtu.be/t0qzZPphE7k Better Logging with Smart _..
g POTA #ParksOnTheAir #PortableHamRadic #ganda #hamradioguestions #

YouTube - KE9VER Antennas - Feb 12, 2025

www_youtube.com » watch 3
EASY Start: Parks On The Air! #POTA

... POTA Book Just Dropped (Coupon: "KI6NAZ” for free shipping)
http:/fhome.arrl.org/action/Store/Product-Details/productid/2013464221 .

YouTube - Ham Radic Crash Course - Mov 9, 2023

www_youtube.com » watch  }
How | do it! A complete POTA activation from start to finish

Watch me, in real time, as | deploy an end fed half wave antenna, set up my
station on a picnic table, and do a QRP (5 watt) POTA activation ...

YouTube - KE9VER Antennas - Jan 3, 2024

5 key moments in this video

11



Definitions

A Activators

Alndividuals that pack up their portable gear and
head out to a park, and set up a station

AHunters

Alndividuals located anywhere, who contact the
Activatorsin a park

ALT é2dz KSIFNIGRYS2YS D
respond, you're ddunter

12



Why Activate POTA?

AGet out of your shackExplore new places

Alntroduce Amateur Radio with passershy

APractice setting up a station and operating at various locations and conditions
A Experimenting with different antennas

ATypical lower noise floor

AGain experience operating

AHone you operating skills for contesting / pileups

13



Creating a POTA Account



‘E, Parks on the Air

AH20
View Profile

Add Spot

B &

Add Activation

Spots

Activations

Map

Park List

Top Activators

Top Hunters

Official Events

My Awards

® ® B B p & T B o©

My Stats

)

My Activations
My Hunter Log

My Log Uploads
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First¢ You need a POTA Account
AOne stop shop for all things POTA

A Account menu highlights:
Ad { LJZ hbwsActivatorscurrently operating in parks
Adal L 2F Fff the¢! LI NJaAaZ AyOf dzRA
Ad aé | gdSNIwsipfogress towards certificates and awards
ABased on the logActivatorsyou contacted submit
AAs aHunterno logs submittals or QSO confirmation is required
Adwdz Sa 3 5 2POMASIetdlld, doduthehtiation, video

ACreating an account is simple
Ahttps://parksontheair.com/
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https://parksontheair.com/
https://parksontheair.com/

Creating a POTA Account

Help/Getting Started i Awards POTA Scheduler

>iEnUpfor POTA: put Help/Getting Started in the menu above for rules and guides for participating.

0000000

We are adding all possible DX entities. Up to 130 so far! Welcome to POTA! 73 W3AAX

Rules, FAQ, and Guides

AC2tt2¢ (KS Slaeée a{Ady !LI F2NIthe! & AYa3
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Creating a POTA Account, Continued

APOTA Account Passwords
A Authenticated against accounts you already have
AAmazon, Google, or Facebook

AOr create a unique username and password just
for POTA

Sign In with your social account Sign in with your email and password

L @ Continue with Login with Amazon ‘ Email

Continue with Google Passwor d
n Continue with Facebook Forgot your password?
We won't post to any of your accounts without asking first

17



Getting Started

A Getting started with POTA can happen via one of two paths
A Activator
AHunter

At KS SIFaAasSaild gFeé 2 LINIAOALI OGS AY thel

18
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Hunter
AThe first place to start askunteris to go tohttps://pota.app

AThe landing page will be the Spots page, which shmtisatorson the air, what
parks they are in, and what frequencies and modes they are operating

= (™ Parks on the Air Q, search for Callsigns & Parks Q@ SPOTS (3 ACTIVATIONS B& DOCS i AH20
§ KTTPK @ US-9980 &N7SWE @ US-1000 = W5ALE/2 @ US-3030 KESOLI @ US-3030
-] US-9980 Willamette River Greenway and Water State Trail -] US-1000 lllinois Beach State Park -] US-3030 Lake Somerville State Park -] US-3030 Lake Somerville State Park
s US-OR s USIL s Us-TX 2 US-TX
o 14324 kHz o 14321 kHz o 14340 kHz D 14284 kHz
A § K7TPK B @ NECT B @ waEnK B @KaKo
B CQ SSB o 5/9inRI 7] 57nc o [57 OH]
[ -] Last heard 2 mins ago at 2213 UTC [ 4] Last heard 3 mins ago at 2212 UTC [ 4] Last heard 4 mins ago at 2211 UTC [} Last heard 5 mins ago at 22:10 UTC

Al Hff GKSYX AT e2dz YI1S | O2yial OGx @& 2dz«
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https://pota.app/

Hunter

AThe first place to start askunteris to go tohttps://pota.app

AThe landing page will be the Spots page, which shmtisatorson the air, what
parks they are in, and what frequencies and modes they are operating

¢ Parks on the Air

§ K7TTPK @ US9980 Activator Callsign Park #

Park # - Park Name
Park Location
Operating Frequency
Last Spotted by himself!
Spotter entered notes
Last heard; Last spotted

US-9980 Willamette River Greenway and Water State Trail
US-OR

14324 kHz

Q

i

A

] § KITPK
B COssB
[

Last heard 2 mins ago at 22:13 UTC

o

Al Htf OGKSYZ AT @2dz YIS | O2ydal OGX @& 2dz«
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Hunter¢ Active Spots Page
ACKS ! OGAGS {LI2Gaé¢ LI IS OFy o6S TFAf OSNE

< - O M (3 https://pota.app/#/ aQ W e o= - D

{Fji Parks on the Air S — Q SPOTS [¥) ACTIVATIONS pocs g AH20

Band: EUM@ - Mode: SSB@ -

Active S PO1S  Data will refresh in 36 seconds. || At a park now? = ADD SPOT
Program: Al @F) ~ All @ 103 All @
& N7RIP @h 2] &1 50M 0 CW @ S-0057 2| i KG7VLX @ US-11388 2]
Q US-3178 Daroga State Park (-] ADM 0 ‘drPark } ET4 9 bd Forest National Park 9 US-11388 Indian Creek Reservoir State Fishing Lake
[ UsS-WaA s o Us-ID
& 14073 kHz 7 30M 0 FTa o 7 14315 kHz
A S NTRIP =] 2] i3 NA6JD
[ir] Trying digital B 20M @ SSB B No spot information
(-] Last heard 14 sec ago at 22:20 UTC c ago at 22:20 UTC [ -] Last heard 48 sec ago at 22:20 UTC
17M (10 ] DATA ®
o |
s ey o . \
10M 0 4
| .
Filter : Filter
Al o o (SSB

22



= (M Parks on the Air

Hunterg Active Spots Page

Active SpOtS Data will refresh in 51 seconds. ||
AAnother Spot view oni 0@ | ot M@ - progeam: NI@ - anr o @ - et Shon @ -
Sort: Time «
.. . . /
Aln addition to Filtering, there y _
- S t t - Frequency Park Region Spotter Comments
are various Sort options
14197 US-1608 Allamuc.. US-NJ & KBONVR  [57 Thanks for the park, .. {95 3
Frequency
14074.0 (FT8) US-0637 Mills Par.. US-AR KOIMM-# RBN -10 dB via KIIMM-# {916 J e
Mode
140441 (CW)  US-7617 Presiden.. US-TN WS2C-# RBN 3 dB 23 WPM via W_.. 02 d 0
Reference
14257 US-0756 San Ant.. US-TX {1 KOAZRE 59in FL {92 a e
Park Name
) 14059.5(CW) US-5656 Flanaga.. US-NE K2PO/7-# RBN 15 dB 17 WPM via .. £95 a e
Region
14052.5(CW) US-3654 Savanna.. US-FL S53A-# RBN 10 dB 25 WPM via .. 06 d o
Spotter
25 sec ago KASTRO 14278 US-2803 Sequoya.. US-OK &KCSSGC w9 |_?_| 0
31 sec ago a:eWERIP 14278 US-2803 Sequoya.. US-OK &KCSSGC o |.?_| 0
35secago KDBUVN 140740 (FT8) US-1523 Mitchell .. US-MI KM3T-3-# RBN -1 dB via KM3T-3-# 03 d 0
40secago GWWATVEI 14059 (CW) US-1902 Mike Ro.. USFL @ WalvEl cwW {932 J 0
47secago ¢ ;KDIJZN 14204 US-10201 Sherm.. US-IN 532 KSMPD 57inTX 05 3 e
49secago i N5ILQ 14049.0 (CW)  US-8132 sandhill.. US-OK I N2TNN 559 in NJ thx 09 J 0
52secago (@KEBNHH 140740 (FT8) US-0241 Hobe So.. USFL GAIRN-# RBN 2 dB via G4IRN-# {910 J o
23



Filter bySSBSorted by Time

Active SPOLS  Dpata will refresh in 42 second

Mode: SSB d

Sorted by
Time

Most recent
spot shown
first

Band: 20M @) ~

Sort: Time -

Time

28 sec ago

35 sec ago

37 sec ago

38 sec ago

41 sec ago

45 sec ago

= (™ Parks on the Air

Good for
Beam

Heading

Spotter
Unique
Comments

Activator Frequencyj|Park Region || Spotter Comments

@ WW3K 14238 US-2006 Cedar Hill State Park || US-TX . WX0X 53 Gulf Shores, AL
% NOAD 14312 US-1213 Cherry Creek State .. US-CO KQ4SWZ 57 AL

;;Et WBONWZ 14284 US-7490 Pawnee National Gr.. US-CO G N4.JBB

@ KCOOQNA 14296 US-0362 Litchfield Wetland ..  US-MN . K3IRV 59in NC

@ WuomM 14340 US-7411 Woodson State Fish.. USKS ‘ KCIWKU 5BCT

{3 KESCW 14223 US-3051 Ray Roberts Lake St.. USTX @ W6PNQ

13

L)23

U ¥ ¢ ¢ ® 9

N
I



(2] All decodes

FT8c WSJR JTAlerSoftware

Callsigns #1

[*  AASHH ps

UsA

[0] % Callers : Alert

19:12:53

[u]

[E42 | G0 | DT+0.2

20m FT8

AT4Z2Dpy PO

H-

¢ IK4LZH e €O

File Configurations View Mode Decode Save Tools Help

Band Activity

Freq Message

CC POTA A 42[‘ EMS5 U.S.A.
CO TRALZHENIEE Italy
CQ VE3TEB ENS2 Canada
RC2HFQ ZLI1VAH -11
CQ NB8XDG ELES6

CQ AEGCH CMS7
KEBWCR KRJS5CAS 73
KG5QPI ARASHH EM21
WVAZHMD N3GHO ENSO
KB2DJJ EASCPE R-11
WAES WS5DUI R+07
W6AER N1JUR 73

CQ CT7AIU IMG7

14.074 000

[] Tx evenf1st

Tx 1251 Hz

DX Call DX Grid
Rx 753 Hz
Report -8

Lookup (W] Auto Seq

2025 Dec 17
63 dB 19:09:39

[ Receiving | | G| Last Tx: kes0PT AH20 73| 35 | |

Portugal

A A

UTC
185300

Erase

[m] Hold Tx Freq

CQ: First

Rx Frequency
Message

EEUSME EKRUES /3

EEOSMR ES5MGY EMI1Z

EEOSMR EKESMGY EMI1Z2

CQ KEOSMR DM78
?50 EEOSMR ES5MGY EMI1Z
750 NESU KEOSMR DM78
750 NESU EKEOSMR DM78

Enable Tx Halt Tx

Generate Std Msgs

KG5QPT AH20 73

CQ AH20 FN30

Bins/Pixel 4 Start 100 Hz

N Avg 1 Default

Palette Adjust...

[m] Flatten [_] Ref Spec

Cumulative A

Spec 25 %




File Configurations View Mode Decode Save Tools Help

190915

1920915
120915
1920915
190915
190915
190915

DT Freq

1014
264

769

=l O O O O O eel O e

Band Activity

Message

CQ IEK4LAZHESIEE

CQ VE3TEEB ENSZ2
KECZHFQ ZLI1VAH

CQ N8XDE ELES6

CQ REGCH CMS7
KESWCR RJSCAS 73
KE50QPT ARSHH EMZ21
VAZHMD N3GHO ENS0
EEZ2DJJ EABCPE R-11
WABS WS5DUI R+07
WEAER N1JUR 73

CQ CT7ATIO IMET Portugal

CQPOTA |

dB
yo3l —11
185715 -—-15
185745 —-13
185815 -17
185845 -13
1859215 -10
185945 -15
120015 —-1e
150100
150130
1920200 -1¢ - 750
190el5 -15 - 750
190815 -—-17 . 750

Decode Enable Tx Halt Tx

Rx Frequency
Message

KEUSME KRUES /3

EKEOSMR ESMGY EM12

REOJOSMR ESMGY EMI12

CQ KEOSME DM78

EE0OSME EKESMGY EMI1Z2

NESU EKEOSME DMTE

NESU EKEOSMR DM78 v

[m] menus

X aven O X Fre Hﬂ:
14.074 000 i Teeven/ist [BHoldTxFre 2

Pwir
Generate Std Msgs
Tx 1251 Hz

DX Call DX Grid A ¥
Rx 753 Hz
Report -8
Lookup (m] Auto Seq

KGSQFI AH20 73

2025 Dec 17
63 dB 19:09:39

CQ AH20 FN30

el x| EEETE)| ast x: kesoPraHz0 73| 35 | |




(2] All decodes

FT8c WSJR JTAlerSoftware

Callsigns #1

[*  AASHH ps

UsA

[0] % Callers : Alert

19:12:53

[u]

[E42 | G0 | DT+0.2

20m FT8

AT4Z2Dpy PO

H-

¢ IK4LZH e €O

File Configurations View Mode Decode Save Tools Help

Band Activity

Freq Message

CC POTA A 42[‘ EMS5 U.S.A.
CO TRALZHENIEE Italy
CQ VE3TEB ENS2 Canada
RC2HFQ ZLI1VAH -11
CQ NB8XDG ELES6

CQ AEGCH CMS7
KEBWCR KRJS5CAS 73
KG5QPI ARASHH EM21
WVAZHMD N3GHO ENSO
KB2DJJ EASCPE R-11
WAES WS5DUI R+07
W6AER N1JUR 73

CQ CT7AIU IMG7

14.074 000

[] Tx evenf1st

Tx 1251 Hz

DX Call DX Grid
Rx 753 Hz
Report -8

Lookup (W] Auto Seq

2025 Dec 17
63 dB 19:09:39

[ Receiving | | G| Last Tx: kes0PT AH20 73| 35 | |

Portugal

A A

UTC
185300

Erase

[m] Hold Tx Freq

CQ: First

Rx Frequency
Message

EEUSME EKRUES /3

EEOSMR ES5MGY EMI1Z

EEOSMR EKESMGY EMI1Z2

CQ KEOSMR DM78
?50 EEOSMR ES5MGY EMI1Z
750 NESU KEOSMR DM78
750 NESU EKEOSMR DM78

Enable Tx Halt Tx

Generate Std Msgs

KG5QPT AH20 73

CQ AH20 FN30

Bins/Pixel 4 Start 100 Hz

N Avg 1 Default

Palette Adjust...

[m] Flatten [_] Ref Spec

Cumulative A

Spec 25 %




CQPOTA

Callsigns #1
(0] All decodes
AT47Dpy PO

LLS.A

KC3EF pa

LS.A

W5DUI pa

LS.A

WB9HLA g4

LSA M. Zealanc



FT8 WSJT & JTAlert Software

Callsigns #1
[2] ANl decodes

[*  AASHH pa

UsSA

[1] % Callers : Alert

19:12:53

u]

[E42 |@o | Dr+02

20m FT8

Al4ZDgs PO q
USA

$ IK4LZH s €O

File Configurations View Mode Decode Save Tools Help

Band Activity

DT Freq Message

CQ POTA AT 42[‘ EMS5 U.S.A.
CQ IRK4LZHESINEES Italy
CQ VE3TEB ENSZ Canada
RC2HFQ ZL1VAH -11
CQ N8XDE ELSG6

CQ AEGCH CMS7
KEBWCR RKJ5CAS 73
RG5QPI AASHH EM21
WVAZHMD N3GHO ENSO
KB2DJJ EASCPE R-11
WASBS WS5DUI R+07
WEAER N1JUR 73

CQ CT7AIU IM67

14.074 000

Tx 1251 Hz
DX Call
Rx 753 Hz
Report -8

Lookup [m] Auto Seq

2025 Dec 17
19:09:39

63 dB

FLEX

[ Recevina_|

| BEEI| Last Tx: KesoPT AH20 73| 35 | |

Portugal

[] Tx even/1st

DX Grid A v

UTC
185300

190815

Erase
(W] Hold Tx Freq

-

CQ: First

Rx Frequency
Message

EEUSME EKRUES /3

EEOSMR ES5MGY EMI1Z
EEOSMR EKESMGY EMI1Z2
CQ EEOSMR DM7E
EEOSMR ES5MGY EMI1Z2
NESU EKEOSMR DM78
NESU EEOSMR DM78

750
750
750

Enable Tx Halt Tx

g
e Generate Std Msgs

KG5QPT AH20 73

CQ AH20 FN30

R

Bins/Pixel 4 Start 100 Hz

N Avg 1 Default

Palette Adjust...

[m] Flatten [_] Ref Spec

Cumulative -

Spec 25 %




Hunter- Spotting

AAfter you work a parlctivato A G0 A ad O2-yBI2 RS NI K Srnied 2 &
know they are still currently active

= (™ Parks on the Air Activator Callsign Spotter Callsign @ SPOTS  [3 ACTIVATIONS pocs & AH20
K/TPK AH20
§ KTTPK @ US-9980 = KESOLI @ US-3030
Frequency (kHz) Park Refersnce
-] US-9980 Willamette River Greenway and Water State Trail 14324 US-0080 (-] US-3030 Lake Somerville State Park
& UeoR Willamette River Greenway and Water & e
State Trail
P 14324 kHz 7 D 14284 kHz
i} § 1K7TPK Comments B @KaKo
B CQ SSB o [57 oH]
[ -] Last heard 2 mins ago at 22:13 UTC [ -] Last heard 5 mins ago at 22:10 UTC

Wrong mode? Mention a mode in the Comments field to change the mede for this spot

(e.g. "OSY CW", "RTTY" or "Switching to FT8).
. L _ ) _ ) RE-SPOT ()
Mention QRT if this activator is no longer on the air to mark this apot as finished.

This spot will be marked hunted for this band and mede.
CANCEL SPOT

RE-SPOT () m
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Activatorsg Simple Rules

Al FGSNJ é62dzQ08S R2YyS a
A Activator rules are simple:
AYou must have an account registerechd

2YS Kdzy GAy3AT @&2dz YA

DS://pota.app

APick a park near you

AYou and all your equipment must be within the boundaries of the park
APOTA trailg within 100 ft of trail edge

AFollow any instructions from park rangers you encounter

ABe courteous of others using the pagR 2 dzZQNB 'y | Yol aal R2N
AOthers have a right to be in the park too

ALeave no trace behind

AYou must upload your ADIF log to the POTA site after your activation is complete
AMinimum of 10 contacts within a UTC day required to be a valid activation

32


https://pota.app/

Activatorsg What do you need to activate a POTA site?

AAny portable VHF/UHF radio

AAny portable antenna

AWire on a selsupporting mast, Wolf River Coils, Alpha AntenSataBeams
Buddipole etc.

Note: National Parks do not allow wires in trees or stakes in the ground
APortable power or access to AC power
AAny logging program that will export ADIF format
APhonec to post your spot

A Checklist ) )
A52y Qi fSI @S K2YS gAGK2dzi ff e&2dzNJ 3S

APack EssentialgVater, snacks, sunscreen, bug spray, hat

33
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Parks on the Air

AH20
View Profile

Add Spot

Add Activation

Spots

Activations

Map
Park List

Top Activators

Top Hunters

Official Events

My Awards

My Stats

My Activations

My Hunter Log

My Log Uploads

My Account

Sign Out

Rules & Documenta...

Privacy Policy

Activatorsg Park Selection
AGO to POTA S|'tbttps//potaapp ~ () United States of America

: 9 New Yor
APick a park! B
AThe yellow dots are park locations in your area



https://pota.app/

Activatorsg Pick A Park

AYou can search / move around the map for

other locations

AClick on yellow dots for park information
AOnce you chose a park, consider surveying

park in advance
AQuiet spot
AClose parking
APark bench
ARestrooms, etc.

Mount Pleasant
O , Tarrytown

O White Plains

' Port
f Scarsdale

). Harrisor

Q Eastchester

Yonkers
‘ New Rochelle

Sagamore Hill National Historic Site

US-0856

MORE INFO

o) : 00
S 5t

7 %ve Oyster Bay iyntington Sgthioy

&0 o
o @ .
®) Mineola (@)
R Garden City o . Isgp
Hempstead ),
LT Lindenhurst

|

Click
More Info
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= (™ Sagamore Hill National Historic Site

e

Q, Search for Callsigns & Parks Q@ sPoTs (3 ACTIVATIONS BB DOCS i AH20

- y ew Ui i Z Newuannr_! L \
S 2 N
e Moasey_ \" B/ 7 Long Island
| Mahwah-_ Y e So d
Reference: Us-0856 / =1 \ ooun
Entity: United States of America
Location(s): US-NY
Latitude / Longitude: 40.8855,-73.4896 (FN30gv) 't a b/ By -
yBrook University |t %
‘ Coram ( 2=
Early Shift Award Times: 7:00 UTC to 13:00 UTC Smithtown Centereach 2 P -
~u ‘ T
_ 7~ tonglstand g @~
Late Shift Award Times: 23:00 UTC to 7:00 UTC Cerieat Is\ié Holbrdpk - ’//S}\irley =
_ ~—— Brookhaven
ifi 0g¢ \ Deer Park =T\ 4 ;
Website: hitps://www.nps.gov/sahi/index.htr \ \
)i I’ SN
Elmont Hempstead \-JHIWestﬂewon _
Is Active? ACTIVE ) g . Copiague, .
i I AN
First Activation: £ KC2SYF on 2016-04-08 .
Stats: 83 activations / 86 attempts (4058 QS0s)
Activations
Park Leaders Date Callsign cw Data Phone Total QS0s
Activations Activator QSOs Hunter QS0s
20251123 WA2DE 0 0 20 20
1. % N2NFG 15 K2JVB 1557 2T KJTDT 15 .
o 2025-09-04 35 KD2UZT 0 0 23 23
z e N2AKy 10 # NoNFG 505 () K4ARQ 14 20250802 K20VB 161 0 0 161
3. K2JVB 10 il N2AKY 388 @ ~o2vm 12 2025-07-20 ) WAZBAH 0 0 10 19
A @ wasmr 9 @ wasmr 311 S8 F4ILH 12 2025-07-17 2 N20CK 0 34 0 34
5. § Ko 2  W2AMA 108 & wWxaTW 11 2025-06-22 K2Jv8 161 0 0 161
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= (™ sagamore Hill National Historic Site

Reference:

Entity:

Location(s):

Latitude / Longitude:

Early Shift Award Times:

Late Shift Award Times:

Website:

Is Active?

First Activation:

Q, Search for Callsigns & Parks

Q@ SPOTS ) ACTIVATIONS

Us-0856

United States of America

LUS-NY

40.8855, -73.4896 (FN30gv)

7:00UTC to 13:00 UTC

23:00UTCto 7200 UTC

hitps.//www.nps.gov/sahifindex _htm

ACTIVE
4% KC2SYF on 2016-04-08

83 activations / 86 attempts (4058 QS0s)

RE DOCS
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= (™ Sagamore Hill National Historic Site

e

Q, Search for Callsigns & Parks Q@ sPoTs (3 ACTIVATIONS BB DOCS i AH20

- y ew Ui i Z Newuannr_! L \
S 2 N
e Moasey_ \" B/ 7 Long Island
| Mahwah-_ Y e So d
Reference: Us-0856 / =1 \ ooun
Entity: United States of America
Location(s): US-NY
Latitude / Longitude: 40.8855,-73.4896 (FN30gv) 't a b/ By -
yBrook University |t %
‘ Coram ( 2=
Early Shift Award Times: 7:00 UTC to 13:00 UTC Smithtown Centereach 2 P -
~u ‘ T
_ 7~ tonglstand g @~
Late Shift Award Times: 23:00 UTC to 7:00 UTC Cerieat Is\ié Holbrdpk - ’//S}\irley =
_ ~—— Brookhaven
ifi 0g¢ \ Deer Park =T\ 4 ;
Website: hitps://www.nps.gov/sahi/index.htr \ \
)i I’ SN
Elmont Hempstead \-JHIWestﬂewon _
Is Active? ACTIVE ) g . Copiague, .
i I AN
First Activation: £ KC2SYF on 2016-04-08 .
Stats: 83 activations / 86 attempts (4058 QS0s)
Activations
Park Leaders Date Callsign cw Data Phone Total QS0s
Activations Activator QSOs Hunter QS0s
20251123 WA2DE 0 0 20 20
1. % N2NFG 15 K2JVB 1557 2T KJTDT 15 .
o 2025-09-04 35 KD2UZT 0 0 23 23
z e N2AKy 10 # NoNFG 505 () K4ARQ 14 20250802 K20VB 161 0 0 161
3. K2JVB 10 il N2AKY 388 @ ~o2vm 12 2025-07-20 ) WAZBAH 0 0 10 19
A @ wasmr 9 @ wasmr 311 S8 F4ILH 12 2025-07-17 2 N20CK 0 34 0 34
5. § Ko 2  W2AMA 108 & wWxaTW 11 2025-06-22 K2Jv8 161 0 0 161
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Park Leaders

Activations
1. @ N2NFG
2. Jal: N2AKY
3. K2JVB
a. @ wasmF
5. & KoF

15

10

10

Activator QSO0s

K2JVB
@ N2NFG
B N2AKJ
@ wasmF

@ W2AMA

15357

203

388

311

108

Hunter QS80s
N LKJ7DT
(-5 K4ARQ
© ~o2mm

%% F4ILH

15

14

12

12

11
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= (™ Sagamore Hill National Historic Site

e

Q, Search for Callsigns & Parks Q@ sPoTs (3 ACTIVATIONS BB DOCS i AH20

- y ew Ui i Z Newuannr_! L \
S 2 N
e Moasey_ \" B/ 7 Long Island
| Mahwah-_ Y e So d
Reference: Us-0856 / =1 \ ooun
Entity: United States of America
Location(s): US-NY
Latitude / Longitude: 40.8855,-73.4896 (FN30gv) 't a b/ By -
yBrook University |t %
‘ Coram ( 2=
Early Shift Award Times: 7:00 UTC to 13:00 UTC Smithtown Centereach 2 P -
~u ‘ T
_ 7~ tonglstand g @~
Late Shift Award Times: 23:00 UTC to 7:00 UTC Cerieat Is\ié Holbrdpk - ’//S}\irley =
_ ~—— Brookhaven
ifi 0g¢ \ Deer Park =T\ 4 ;
Website: hitps://www.nps.gov/sahi/index.htr \ \
)i I’ SN
Elmont Hempstead \-JHIWestﬂewon _
Is Active? ACTIVE ) g . Copiague, .
i I AN
First Activation: £ KC2SYF on 2016-04-08 .
Stats: 83 activations / 86 attempts (4058 QS0s)
Activations
Park Leaders Date Callsign cw Data Phone Total QS0s
Activations Activator QSOs Hunter QS0s
20251123 WA2DE 0 0 20 20
1. % N2NFG 15 K2JVB 1557 2T KJTDT 15 .
o 2025-09-04 35 KD2UZT 0 0 23 23
z e N2AKy 10 # NoNFG 505 () K4ARQ 14 20250802 K20VB 161 0 0 161
3. K2JVB 10 il N2AKY 388 @ ~o2vm 12 2025-07-20 ) WAZBAH 0 0 10 19
A @ wasmr 9 @ wasmr 311 S8 F4ILH 12 2025-07-17 2 N20CK 0 34 0 34
5. § Ko 2  W2AMA 108 & wWxaTW 11 2025-06-22 K2Jv8 161 0 0 161
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= (™ sagamore Hill National Historic Site

Q, Search for Callsigns & Parks

Q@ SPOTS ) ACTIVATIONS

RE DOCS

Activations

Date

20251123

2025-09-04

2025-08-02

2025-07-20

20250717

2025-06-22

Callsign
WA2DE

43 KD2UZT
K2JVB

&y WA2BAH

2 N20CK

K2JVB

CcwW

161

161

Daia

34

Phone

20

23

19

Total Q50s

20

23

161

19

34

161

41



= (™ Sagamore Hill National Historic Site

e

Q, Search for Callsigns & Parks Q@ sPoTs (3 ACTIVATIONS BB DOCS i AH20

- y ew Ui i Z Newuannr_! L \
S 2 N
e Moasey_ \" B/ 7 Long Island
| Mahwah-_ Y e So d
Reference: Us-0856 / =1 \ ooun
Entity: United States of America
Location(s): US-NY
Latitude / Longitude: 40.8855,-73.4896 (FN30gv) 't a b/ By -
yBrook University |t %
‘ Coram ( 2=
Early Shift Award Times: 7:00 UTC to 13:00 UTC Smithtown Centereach 2 P -
~u ‘ T
_ 7~ tonglstand g @~
Late Shift Award Times: 23:00 UTC to 7:00 UTC Cerieat Is\ié Holbrdpk - ’//S}\irley =
_ ~—— Brookhaven
ifi 0g¢ \ Deer Park =T\ 4 ;
Website: hitps://www.nps.gov/sahi/index.htr \ \
)i I’ SN
Elmont Hempstead \-JHIWestﬂewon _
Is Active? ACTIVE ) g . Copiague, .
i I AN
First Activation: £ KC2SYF on 2016-04-08 .
Stats: 83 activations / 86 attempts (4058 QS0s)
Activations
Park Leaders Date Callsign cw Data Phone Total QS0s
Activations Activator QSOs Hunter QS0s
20251123 WA2DE 0 0 20 20
1. % N2NFG 15 K2JVB 1557 2T KJTDT 15 .
o 2025-09-04 35 KD2UZT 0 0 23 23
z e N2AKy 10 # NoNFG 505 () K4ARQ 14 20250802 K20VB 161 0 0 161
3. K2JVB 10 il N2AKY 388 @ ~o2vm 12 2025-07-20 ) WAZBAH 0 0 10 19
A @ wasmr 9 @ wasmr 311 S8 F4ILH 12 2025-07-17 2 N20CK 0 34 0 34
5. § Ko 2  W2AMA 108 & wWxaTW 11 2025-06-22 K2Jv8 161 0 0 161
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Activators; Getting Started

Ahy OS &2dz2Q0S OKz2aSy | t20FdA2y Ay (KS L
A Set up your gear
ABe cognizant of your surroundings
Aaka children running into your radials or coax
A Set your logging program
AFind a quiet frequency
AStart calling CQ POTA!
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Parks on the Air

AH20
View Profile

Add Spot

Add Activation

Spots
Activations
Map

Park List

Top Activators
Top Hunters

Official Events

My Awards

My Stats

My Activations

My Hunter Log

My Log Uploads

My Account

Sign Out

Rules & Documenta...

Privacy Policy

Activatorsg Spotting

ABefore starting your initial CQ calls, consider
going tohttps://pota.appto Spotyourself

AOnce spotted thédunterswill pounce, so
be prepared to start logging your QSQOs!

Add Spot

Activator Callsign

Spotter Callsign
AHZ0 AH20

Freguency (kHz) Park Reference

14320 UsS-0856

Sagamaore Hill National Historic Site

Comments
Sagamore Hill National Historic Site

Wrong mode? Mention a mode in the Comments field to change the mode for this spot
(e.g. "OSY CW". "RTTY" or "Switching to FT8).

Mention QRT if this activator is no longer on the air to mark this spot as finished.

CAMCEL SPOT

This spot will be marked hunted for this band and mede.

POTA.appvebsite addec

to my iPhone home
screen

= (% Parks on the Air {8 anzo

Active SthS Data will refresh in 55 seconds. ||

Mode: All @) ~

QRT: show @) ~

Band: All D) ~
Program: Al (@) ~

Hunted: Show@ - Sort: Time -

ZWSAR @ US-9449 @
9 US-9449 Brush Creek State Wildlife Area

dh US-CH

7 14212 kHz

B N4RDJ

:=] Mo spot information

[ -] Last heard 7 sec ago at 19:12 UTC

=3 (o

WT8J @ US-11813 J

Q U5-11813 Salinas Pueblo Missions, Abo Unit
Mational Monument

< 2 pota.app ¢
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https://pota.app/

@ Parks on the Air

® ®» =& B b & T B o

)

- AH20
P47 view Profile

Add Spot

Add Activation

Spots

Activations

Map

Park List

Top Activators

Top Hunters

Official Events

My Awards

My Stats

My Activations

My Hunter Log

My Log Uploads

Activatorg Self Spotting in Advance

N

Add Activation

Callsign
AH20

~ Reference

[T) Start Date (UTC)

Example: US-1234

(O start Time (UTC)

[%] End Date (UTC)

(9 End Time (UTC)

Frequency

Comments

CANCEL SAVE

A 2dz Oy &aLl2i @& 2dz

before traveling to the park

AUpside: Good if there is no cell service
within the park to self spot

ADownsidecg KI 4 A T
frequency is occupied?

e 2 dzQ
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Activator¢ Spotting- Reverse Beacon NetwoREN

ANetworked skimmers constantly monitor CW dfb8activities
A Skimmers detect your callsign when you €4l

APOTA has itRBNgateway set to pick up that information and update POTA spot
pageautomatically forregisteredand currently spotted activations
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Activator¢ SSHExchanges
ATypical formulatedsSRxchange

A Activator: CQParks on the AiICQParks on the Air,
this is AH20phonetically

AHunter: W21AW(phonetically

A Activator: W1AWYyou are (RS) Park #####

AHunter: You are (RS) CT

A Activator: Thank you,

this iIs AH20 POTA

47



Activator¢ CW Exchanges

A Typical formulated CW exchange A Parkto-Park
A Activator: CQCQPOTA DE AH2&8H20 A
AHunter:  W1AW AHunter:  P2PW1AW
A Activator:  W1AWUR (RST) (STATE) B AActivator: P2P UR (RST) Park #### BK
AHunter: BK TU (RST) CT BK AHunter:  BK DENV1AW(RST) Park #### B
A Activator: BK TU CT 73 (72) T A
AHunter:  DITDIT A

ATypical formulated CW exchangeith Courtesie¥

A Activator: CQCQPOTA DE AH2EH20
AHunter: W1AW

A Activator: WI1AW(GM, GA, GE)R (RST) BK
AHunter: BK TU UR (RST)CIBK

A Activator: BK TU 73 (72) DE AH20 DIT

AHunter: DITDIT



Activator Logging

APOTA require8ctivatorsto submit log
AThis is the only wakctivatorsand Huntersget credit!

AUpload all logs, even if you make less tharQBDs
AHunterswill still get credit

ANo time limits for submission
AHowever, be courteous tblunters

AOne log can span multiple days if you are at the same park
ACan be manually upload to POTA website if using paper logs
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Activatorsg Submitting Your Log

ALog files in ADIF format

AUse any logging program of your choosing

ARequired ADIF fields

A STATION_CALLSIGBActivatorCallsign)
A CALL (HunterCallsign)
A QSO _DATE

A TIME_ON

A BAND

A MODE

AFile naming convention standards
ACALLSIGRPARK#Yyyymmddadi
AAn example using one of my activations:
AAH2G@US8056-20241214adi

Mount Pleasant v
O , Tarrytown

O White Plains

Port
f Scarsdale

O"' ; Eastchester Harrisor

Yonkers
( New Rochelle
(@)

A
&

fo
i

Sagamore Hill National Historic Site

US-0856

MORE INFO

a3

Glen Cove Oyster Bay Ryntington

@)

oW @

Mineola (@)
Garden City
Hempstead
a1

0

Lindenhurst

St

Sts\ithtov

Islip
e
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@ Parks on the Air

;E'"'_._ AH20
" View Profile

¢,  AddSpot

Add Activation
Q Spots

{3  Activations

0 wmap

&  ParklList

4% Top Activators
gr  Top Hunters

(3]  oOfficial Events
® My Awards

@ My sStats

(] My Activations
| My Hunter Log
@ My Log Uploads
My Account

= Sign Out

B Rules & Documenta...
B Privacy Policy

Activatorsg Submitting Your Log, Continued

AGo tohttps://pota.app,thenda & [ 23 ! LJ 2| R&a ¢
ADrag and drop ADIF log

A 2dz 3SG AYYSRAFUOS aLINRPOS&aaSRé
ACKFadQa AGH

"v G G\] lfl https://pota.app/#/user/logs

(@ My Log Uploads Q, search for Callsigns & Parks

»> Upload Activation Logs

U

Click here or drag and drop to upload ADIF logs from your activation

All files must be compliant with the ADIF specification, see hitps://adif.org. Please refer to the ADIF for POTA Technical Reference for a list of required ADIF fields.

% Need help? See the Submitting Logs section of the POTA Activator Reference or contact the support team by clicking the Request Support button.

Prefer to log on Pﬂper’?‘ {7 MANUAL LOG ENTRY®®™

2021-10-24 20:10 2021-10-24 20:10 AH20 K-0856 Sagamore Hill National Historic Site (US-NY)
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https://pota.app/

A Few of My POTA Activations

Lodi Point State Park, NY
(Finger Lakes)
US-2098

Caumsett State Historical Park, NY
US-8628

]

T —

Target Rock National Wildlife Refuge, NY
US-0480 >


https://pota.app/#/park/US-2098
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2098
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2098
https://pota.app/#/park/US-0480
https://pota.app/#/park/US-0480
https://pota.app/#/park/US-0480
https://pota.app/#/park/US-8628
https://pota.app/#/park/US-8628
https://pota.app/#/park/US-8628

A Few of My POTA Activations

Valley Forge National Historic Park, PA
US-0761

Taughannock Falls, NY
(Finger Lakes)
US-2150

Trail View State Park, NY 53
US-2152


https://pota.app/#/park/US-2150
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2150
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2150
https://pota.app/#/park/US-0761
https://pota.app/#/park/US-0761
https://pota.app/#/park/US-0761
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2152
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2152
https://pota.app/#/park/US-2152

My Gear




BioennoPower
12V, 12Ah Battery
yd®p E H D
Wt: 3.3Ibs

YaesurT891 (Q RQ\)
HWt:IiIbsC E Wolf River Coil
Take It Along 1000
80 to 10m
Collapsible 102" Whip
= Three 33' radials
RG8X Coax C22GLINAYGY mMdb E wmTé

50 ft Wt: 3Ib5 oz

=r===__| Paper Log

Backga
MTDOPm E MHO
Wit: 3lbs 55



https://www.bioennopower.com/products/12volt-12ah-lifepo4-battery?_pos=1&_psq=12v&_ss=e&_v=1.0
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B088KCG2NG?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_product_details&th=1
https://www.wolfrivercoils.com/products.html

BioennoPower
12V, 12Ah Battery
y ®p E H Dt
Wt: 3.3Ibs

My POTA GeaiToday

Powerwerx Watt Meter
DC Inline Power Analyzer,

WattMeEer = Anderson 1 to 4
o®o E meT E My Cable Splitter
Wit: 0.18lbs
YaestFT891(QRO)
HWt:IiIbsC E g™ Wolf River Coil
Take It Along 1000
80 to 10m

Collapsible 102" Whip
Three 33' radials

C22ULINAYGY padb Kel‘g,bOMdT ¢
‘ Wt: 31b 5 oz -
! (HAMRS.ogging SW)

RG8X Coax ==
50 ft Antenna

Tuner

,,,,,,

~.... | PaperLog
Epen ¢ Wdza i AN EF e
Backpack
Antenna / MT®PM E MHOD
Analyzer | Wt: 3lbs 56



https://www.bioennopower.com/products/12volt-12ah-lifepo4-battery?_pos=1&_psq=12v&_ss=e&_v=1.0
https://powerwerx.com/watt-meter-analyzer-inline-dc-powerpole?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIkcnDkOih_AIViv_ICh33_ApJEAQYASABEgIpDfD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B088KCG2NG?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_product_details&th=1
https://hamrs.app/
https://www.wolfrivercoils.com/products.html
https://www.amazon.com/GOOZEEZOO-ATU-100-1-8-50MHz-Automatic-Shortwave/dp/B0BX8Z2628?th=1
https://www.amazon.com/GOOZEEZOO-ATU-100-1-8-50MHz-Automatic-Shortwave/dp/B0BX8Z2628?th=1

My POTA GearCW, FT8, FT4

Yaesu-T391 (Q RQ\)

H E ¢ E y®cce
Wt: 41bs CAT Cable

-
L S
Lot

USB External

Stereo Sound

Audio Interface

Cable

Laptop
Logging SWN3FJF N1MM
WSJIX
JTAlert
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https://hamrs.app/
https://www.ebay.com/itm/175684031776?chn=ps&_trkparms=ispr%3D1&amdata=enc%3A1KmdeMWYBQc6pY-hWH-dW_g64&norover=1&mkevt=1&mkrid=711-117182-37290-0&mkcid=2&mkscid=101&itemid=175684031776&targetid=1584739239494&device=c&mktype=pla&googleloc=9004545&poi=&campaignid=19894961968&mkgroupid=148855406073&rlsatarget=pla-1584739239494&abcId=9307911&merchantid=5308807271&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI38CyqufGgwMV3k1HAR0wUgv6EAQYAiABEgIT2PD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00IRVQ0F8/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_image?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00IRVQ0F8/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_image?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00IRVQ0F8/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_image?ie=UTF8&th=1
https://www.ebay.com/itm/175782229169?hash=item28ed6ff4b1:g:K2cAAOSw6XViTrNz&amdata=enc%3AAQAIAAAA4Mmk7DBI75p5pxoNmAPSQ8bYetKd1s5Oz3TMvxOV0xWol2RVgWWVQWM%2BPZKt18h8wAEV6Wr6h8%2BZLx8qd%2FERgQb2WJF4BFag%2BI%2FkD%2FsOVZVI4rXu0oTBdbN6CjDcXjQ7DNETQHnZJBgQCN3Kw3I%2BejjNJSEvas7JANypR%2FBK6JF58faesXCQPVqmFBmKxElEu0MAYtrbFWJws481s6ep53BbosIL96bIYui57rGyWG8M%2FQWfC%2FdkjzPKg106nkPcPbVpRmTHNru73S%2FNb6ilMpU9kKPtwLpZVVka5v4HZPL%2F%7Ctkp%3ABFBM8svzq5tj
https://www.ebay.com/itm/175782229169?hash=item28ed6ff4b1:g:K2cAAOSw6XViTrNz&amdata=enc%3AAQAIAAAA4Mmk7DBI75p5pxoNmAPSQ8bYetKd1s5Oz3TMvxOV0xWol2RVgWWVQWM%2BPZKt18h8wAEV6Wr6h8%2BZLx8qd%2FERgQb2WJF4BFag%2BI%2FkD%2FsOVZVI4rXu0oTBdbN6CjDcXjQ7DNETQHnZJBgQCN3Kw3I%2BejjNJSEvas7JANypR%2FBK6JF58faesXCQPVqmFBmKxElEu0MAYtrbFWJws481s6ep53BbosIL96bIYui57rGyWG8M%2FQWfC%2FdkjzPKg106nkPcPbVpRmTHNru73S%2FNb6ilMpU9kKPtwLpZVVka5v4HZPL%2F%7Ctkp%3ABFBM8svzq5tj
https://www.n3fjp.com/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-supported/contests-setup/setup-udc-contests/
https://wsjt.sourceforge.io/wsjtx.html
https://wsjt.sourceforge.io/wsjtx.html
https://wsjt.sourceforge.io/wsjtx.html
https://hamapps.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Mini-Key-Automatic-Morse-Neodymium/dp/B0CRJW9HCB?th=1

Many Antenna Options

ANumerous options to choose from:
AFreestanding tripod
AWire Antenna
AMobile ¢ Mounted to your car
ATelescoping masts
ADrive over mast holders
AetcX @




My Park Antennas

Freestandlng Tripod
Wolf River Coil

Take It Along 1000
80 to 10m
Collapsible 102" Whip
Three 33' radials
C22 0 LINRAY ()

Wt: 3lIb5 oz

EndFed HaHWave

Spark PlugeFHW 100W
Coax-Hp Q 274/uw D
AntennaWire-cy Q 2 ¥ HN
tinned copper wire.

Wire Winder.

Wit: 8 0z

2



https://www.wolfrivercoils.com/products.html
https://www.sparkpluggear.com/shop/p/the-bundle-starter-pack-sdw77
https://www.sparkpluggear.com/shop/p/the-bundle-starter-pack-sdw77
https://www.sparkpluggear.com/shop/p/the-bundle-starter-pack-sdw77
https://www.sparkpluggear.com/shop/p/the-bundle-starter-pack-sdw77

My Mobile Antennas

Mobile

{ KFENJ &1l Y {GAO
10, 15, 20, 40/5m Mono Band Mobile
Vertical Antennas
Rated for250W

{

l i
!
|

Quick Disconnects

Magnet Mount
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https://www.gigaparts.com/shark-mono-band-verticals-5-pack-mini-10-15-20-40-75m.html?utm_term=sku-zsd-s-f5s&gigadv=P_Max_Other_Products&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21006232472&gbraid=0AAAAAD_py5Ec1ZsbyzhHTIV-W5rBqCpMv&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIj_bzg43IkQMVVjYIBR1t9zQ_EAQYASABEgKpCvD_BwE

Safety

Use Al to Improve the Readability of Weak Beacons | 30

V -
% ARRL Kmateir Radio

October 2025 www.arrl.org
” DEVOTED ENTIRELY TO AMATEUR RADIO

QST Reviews

Alinco DR-CS10HT 2-Meter
FM Transceiver

APC Schneider Electric
Pro BN1500M2 UPS

CyberPower CP1500PFCLCD UPS

Tripp-Lite SMART1500PSGLCD
UPS

Public Service

Safety Stand-Down: Look Up and Live

A safer distance is ter than

~__

OSHA — 10 feet minimum

(distance increases with
greater voltage)
Figure 1 — OSHA regulations state that 10 feet is the mi safe di from any i 1, load line, or load 1o a power line
carrying 50 kV or less 1926/1926. 1408) That doesn't mean you can just
set up your mast and antenna 10 feet away and be safe; you want to be at least far enough that, while raising or lowering your mast and
antenna, or if your rig falls over, no part of your equipment comes within 10 feet of any lines. And that this is a mii safe

distance, and that the minimum safe distance increases as the voitage in the lines increases — farther away is always better!

leave it unless it is on fire; if you touch the exterior of
your vehicle with your feet on the ground, the elec-
tricity will use your body as a path to ground.
_ , ) Look Up and Live!
The ground outside of your vehicle can be just as No ham radio amnon is worth your MB Be aware of
dangerous. When an electrified object, such as p I h when ¢ g in the field:

adowned powac lineor.an energized vehicle of ® Walk around and look up. Cnde the perimeter

antenna, contacts the ground, the electrical current of the area and search for any t Ehes o
spreads out in concentric circles of decreasing voltage obstructions. There is no pressure to get on the air
from the point of contact, known as a voltage gradient. — take your time.

Being in contact with different voltages is what will kill
you — if you walk normally across a voltage gradient,
or fall and catch yourself with your hands, one part of

W Maintain a safe distance from any overhead
power lines. OSHA regulations state that 10 feet
is the minimum safe distance from any equipment,

your body will contact a higher voltage than the other, load line, or load to any power line carrying
and the electrical current will use your body as a path 50 kV or less, and this minimum safe distance
to equalize the voltage. increases with higher voltage; see OSHA 29 CFR §
1926.1408, Table A, for a kst of mtmmum dearance

Instead. call for help via phone or ham radio. Wam dlstances by voltage
bystanders not to approach your vehicle. If a fire 11926/1926. 1403)
requires you to exit, carefully jump clear of the vehicle Note that this is a minimum safe distance — you
with your feet together to avoid contacting the vehicle want o be at least far enough that, should your

E mast topple over, none of your equipment comes
and ground simultaneously. Be mindful of your move- within the minimum clearance distance of any lines.
ments; “bunny hop” with your feet together or shuffle You're also not likely to know offhand the voltages
across the ground in small increments, keeping your of nearby power lines when operating in the field, so
feet in constant contact, to avoid providing a path farther away is always better (see Figure 1).
betweortihe ditierent potontials: = Remember: any line could boemrgimd. Even
Please be careful when erecting portable gear near what looks like a phone or fiber-optic line could be

overhead wires. Remember: Look up and live. carrying lethal voltages. Don't take any chances.
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My Activator Logging SW




My POTA Logging Softwa

AHAMRS

AA simple logger designed
specifically for portable activities,
like Parks on the Air (POTA),
Summits on the Air (SOTA) Field
Days, eftc.

AAuto populates park Grid locatior
AAvailable in App Store

HAMRS @
Simple portable logging
Jarrett Green

Designed for iPad

$499

ACan log other Activations

Gt ko] b NJ € —

3119PM  Wed Jan1

||||||||| Logbooks  QSOs

AH20@US-2114-20241031

THEIR CALLSIGN RSTSENT

59

THEIR PARK COMMENTS

Comma separated

TIME DATE

20:19:32 n 2025-01-81

Entries QS0 Map
Call, Name, Park... Clear

DATE CALLSIGN RST * RST |
19:48:48 2024-16-31 KD9YLJ 57 56
19:48:18 2024-10-31 K1LLQ 57 59
19:47:54 2024-108-31 N2NUO 59 59
19:47:32 2024-16-31 KISAX 52 55

Settings Profile ¥

RSTRCVD FREQUENCY BAND
59 14.388 MHz 20m
POWER (W) MODE
SSB
MY PARK MY CALLSIGN
Clear AH20

POTA Spots

STATE FREQUENCY BAND MODE

14.368 26m SSB
14.308 20m SSB
14.308 20m SSB
14.308 20m SSB

CERAN Enter Calisign RO

THERPARK

O
O
O

us-4424 O

< 57% @ )

o @
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HAMRS

i 3:38PM Wed Dec 17 = 2 100% =

||||I|I|I Logbooks  QSOs Settings Profile Help~ RENGEeEISED Q

Logbooks
TITLE TEMPLATE DATE CREATED Qso#
AH20@US-8090-20250807 Parks on the Air 8/08/25 15 B
AH20@US-8082-20250807 Parks on the Air 8/08/25 1 u ) §e|,eCt _

abSg [ 2H0

AH20@US-8084-20250807 Parks on the Air 8/08/25 13 B
AH20@US-8085-20250807 Parks on the Air 8/08/25 10 a
AH20@US-8086-20250807 Parks on the Air 8/08/25 13 n
AH20@US-8081-20250807 Parks on the Air 8/08/25 12 B
AH20@US-2114-20241031 Parks on the Air 10/31/24 176 B
AH20@US-2114-20241013 Parks on the Air 10/13/24 19 n
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3:32PM Wed Dec 17

New Logbook

TITLE

AH20@US-0856-20251210

40m, POTA @ K-2336, etc

TEMPLATES

‘ Parks on the Air

Save Cancel

Enter Log Title




Select
atlF NJa 2
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